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Execution of the Trust reposed in them ; nor bring in their Acconipts

to be passed and cleared according to the Rules of the said Court,

it puts it in the Power of the said Officers, to oppress and harrass

such Persons as may be liable to their Resentment. A recent Instance

of which may be given in a present Attempt agst me.

There is another Thing, which as humbly conceived, ought to be

carefully attended to, and which has hitherto stood in need of

great Redress; viz* That in Petitions of Complaint arising in

America, there is no settled Course of Proceeding with respect to

the Method of Form which ought to be observed. [17] As they

are at present usually referred, and put into a Course of Justice,

without first examining (which as conceived, should always be

done) whether the Persons preferring the Complaints are properly

Parties, and aggrieved by the Matters complained of; or in Case

the Complaint arises from Officers of the Crown, whether the

Matters complained of come properly within the View of their

respective Offices. The omission of which previous Examination

is often productive of great Injury to the Innocent; and leaves an

Opening for many litigious and ill disposed Persons to injure such

as are exposed to their Resentment. For altho' the Matters may

be really false, yet the Delay and Expence given in getting rid

of such false Charges, may prove ruinous to the Innocent Party

accused. And for [18] this evil, there is not, as I know of, any

Remedy or Compensation: For the Courts of Law in the Planta-

tions cannot take Cognizance of a Matter which has undergone the

Consideratn of the Council Board ; nor does His Majesty in Council

ever grant Damages in those Cases to the Party aggrieved ; nor do

Matters of this Nature come within the Rules or Redress of our

Courts of Law here. And this Course of Proceeding has still a

further ill Tendency: For when Factions are raised against His

Majesty's Governors in the Plantations, if such factious Persons

proceed in an undue and irregular Manner, it is in fact a Suspension

of the Govrs Power, and obstructs him in the Executn
of his Duty.

Therefore if the Complaints against Governors arise only from such

as have received no immediate [19] Damages thereby; or if the

Matters complained of are only from loose and general Suggestions,


